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threatening, to strengthen its security at the
expense of others.

I am very encouraged that with the sup-
port and involvement of the Russian Federa-
tion, we are on the verge of an agreement
that the CSCE will lead a multinational
peacekeeping force in Nagorno-Karabakh.
The United States appreciates the willing-
ness of many nations to contribute troops and
materiel for this mission. The continuing
tragedy in Nagorno-Karabakh demands that
we redouble our efforts to promote a lasting
cease-fire and a fair settlement. The United
States strongly supports this effort and calls
upon all CSCE members to contribute to-
ward it.

The CSCE also has an important role to
play in promoting economic growth while
protecting Europe’s resources and environ-
ment. We should strengthen its efforts to in-
crease regional and cross-border coopera-
tion. Such efforts can bring people together
to build new highways, bridges, and commu-
nication networks, the infrastructure of de-
mocracy.

Since 1975, when the countries of Europe
expressed the desire to form a community
founded on common values and founded the
CSCE, more progress has occurred than
even dreamers might have hoped. We know
that change is possible. We know that former
enemies can reconcile. We know that elo-
quent intentions about democracy and
human rights can promote peace when trans-
formed from words into actions.

Now, almost 20 years later, our challenge
is to help the freedoms we secured spread
and endure. The task will require energy and
strength. Old regimes have crumbled, but
new legacies and mistrust remain. Nations
have been liberated, but ethnic hatred
threatens peace and tolerance. Democracy
and free markets are emerging, but change
everywhere is causing fear and insecurity.

Three times before in this century, our na-
tions have summoned the strength to defeat
history’s dark forces. They have left us still
with a great responsibility and an extraor-
dinary opportunity. Our mission now is to
build a new world for our children, a world
more democratic, more prosperous, and
more secure. The CSCE has a vital role to
play.

Thank you very much, Mr. Chairman.

NOTE: The President spoke at 9:58 a.m. in Patria
Hall at the Budapest Convention Center. In his
remarks, he referred to President Thomas Klestil
of Austria and President Arpad Goncz of Hungary.
A tape was not available for verification of the
content of these remarks.

Remarks at a Nuclear Agreements
Signing Ceremony in Budapest
December 5, 1994

President Yeltsin, President Kuchma,
President Lukashenko, President
Nazarbayev, Prime Minister Major. Today
we herald the arrival of a new and safer era.
We have witnessed many signatures. To-
gether they amount to one great stride to
reduce the nuclear threat to ourselves and
to our children. The path to this moment has
been long and hard. More than a decade has
passed since the first negotiations on the
START I treaty. But perseverance, courage,
and common sense have triumphed.

Skeptics once claimed that the nuclear
threat would actually grow after the Soviet
Union dissolved. But because of the wisdom
and statesmanship of the leaders who join
me here, the skeptics have been proven
wrong.

Ukraine’s accession to the Non-Prolifera-
tion Treaty completes a bold move away from
the nuclear precipice. Ukraine has joined
Belarus and Kazakhstan in ridding itself of
the terrible weapons each inherited when the
Soviet Union dissolved. Presidents
Lukashenko, Nazarbayev, and Kuchma have
done a very great service for their own peo-
ple, their neighbors, and indeed all the peo-
ples of the world.

And there is no greater service that the
rest of us could do for our nations, our neigh-
bors, and the peoples of the world than to
follow the advice already advanced here by
President Yeltsin and Prime Minister Major
and agree to the indefinite extension of NPT
in 1995.

Creating security in the post-cold-war era
requires that we unite, not divide. The
pledges on security assurances that Prime
Minister Major, President Yeltsin, and I have
given these three nations move us further in
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that direction. They underscore our inde-
pendence, our commitment to the independ-
ence, the sovereignty, and the territorial in-
tegrity of these states.

And today we have also reached a mile-
stone in fulfilling the promise of this new era
by putting the START I treaty into force,
the first treaty that requires nuclear powers
to actually reduce their strategic arsenals. It
creates the most far-reaching verification sys-
tem ever agreed upon and will eliminate over
9,000 warheads from our arsenals. It lays the
foundations for even deeper arms reductions.

President Yeltsin and I have vowed already
to work to put the START treaty into force
at our next summit in 1995. That will cut
our arsenals by another 5,000 warheads. To-
gether these treaties will leave the United
States and the former Soviet Union with only
a third of the warheads they possessed at the
height of the cold war. They will help us to
lead the future to a direction we have all
dreamed of, one in which the nuclear threat
that has hung over heads for almost a half
century now is dramatically reduced.

On this historic afternoon, we have shown
that today’s community of free nations can
and will create a safer globe than did the
divided world of yesterday. Together we have
helped to beat back the threat of nuclear war
and lighted the way to a more peaceful day
when the shadow of that destruction is finally
vanquished from the Earth.

I thank you all. Thank you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 11:41 a.m. in Patria
Hall at the Budapest Convention Center, at a sign-
ing ceremony in which the parties to the START
I treaty exchanged documents of ratification for-
mally bringing START I into force. In his remarks,
he referred to President Boris Yeltsin of Russia,
President Leonid Kuchma of Ukraine, President
Aleksandr Lukashenko of Belarus, President
Nursultan Nazarbayev of Kazakhstan, and Prime
Minister John Major of the United Kingdom. A
tape was not available for verification of the con-
tent of these remarks.

Remarks to the American
Community in Budapest
December 5, 1994

Thank you, Ambassador Blinken and Mrs.
Blinken, ladies and gentlemen, and boys and

girls, and people associated with the Amer-
ican Embassy, with our CSCE delegation, to
the Peace Corps volunteers, the American-
Hungarian Chamber of Commerce members
who are here.

I am delighted to be here on this all-too-
brief trip. I’d like to point out some of the
people who came with me: Our Ambassador
to the United Nations, Madeleine Albright,
is here; and from the United States Congress,
Senator Dennis DeConcini from Arizona,
Congressman Steny Hoyer from Maryland,
and Congressman and Mrs. Tom Lantos
from Hungary—and California.

This is a very important trip for the United
States because I came here to reaffirm our
Nation’s commitment to a secure and united
Europe. As the Ambassador said, we put the
START I nuclear reduction treaty into effect
today, and Ukraine has joined Belarus and
Kazakhstan in acceding to the Non-Prolifera-
tion Treaty. We strengthened the CSCE to
help to prevent ethnic and regional conflicts.
So as a result of what has happened today,
this world is a safer place.

The START I treaty alone will permit us
to reduce the nuclear arsenals of the United
States and the former Soviet Union countries
by 9,000 nuclear warheads, to destroy deliv-
ery systems with the best verification systems
ever. It will permit us to now start work on
START II, which will cut our arsenals by an-
other 5,000 warheads. This means that when
we finish this work, we will have reduced the
nuclear arsenals of the world by more than
two-thirds over their cold war height. That’s
good news for the children in this audience
and for the rest of us as well.

One of the things that we have got to do
now is to keep working until we achieve next
year an indefinite extension of the Non-Pro-
liferation Treaty, so that we can continue to
keep down the risks of the development of
nuclear weapons, especially in an era in
which the biggest problem may be the pro-
liferation of weapons of mass destruction to
heretofore unusual and unconventional
hands.

I’d like to say a brief word about this
CSCE meeting. The United States believes
the CSCE has a vital role to play in promot-
ing democracy and diminishing conflict
throughout Europe. We believe it can help
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